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Date: 26th April 2014
Hinckley Ladies Netball Club Successful Season Finish

In the Coventry and Warwickshire Netball League, Hinckley Ladies Netball Club’s teams took to the courts for their final games of the season.

Hinckley A finish the season on a high. Fantastic shooting from Holly Hemsley and Gail Lavery made sure Hinckley ended the first quarter leading 11-9. Defence from Claire Aspinall and Kate Randle meant Godiva A were only able to score three goals in the second quarter leading to a 17-12 lead at half time. Possession play enabled Hinckley to win the game comfortably with a final score of 32-23.  

Hinckley’s C team were determined to win their final game of the season against Godiva C, though already assured promotion they wanted to end it with a good victory. Hinckley started well with a 14-6 lead at the end of the first quarter, following on with an equal tally in the second, the half time score 28-12. The centre court players Anna Kinsella, Caron Ogden and Julia Waite worked hard throughout as Godiva put up a good fight. Ogden, despite nursing a bad calf injury, made some great interceptions. Godiva started to read Hinckley’s play in the third, however Hinckley’s defenders marked the shooters well to keep the Godiva score down. Going into the final quarter Hinckley still retained a good lead of 38-20. Hinckley’s shooters Carole Payne and Emily Harrison continued their great form to take the final score to 53-27. A good finale to a successful season in which the C team only lost two matches. Player of the match was Goal Attack Emily Harrison.

In the final match of the season, Stockton D travelled to take on Hinckley E at home at the Leicester Road Sports Ground.  Hinckley E has enjoyed a recent run of 5 matches without loss, which has seen them climb up the division to 4th place.  Although Stockton D were sitting 2 places higher and have managed to secure one of the 2 promotion places this season, when the clubs met earlier, it was Hinckley who had dealt Stockton their first defeat of the season, so there was no doubt this weekend the visitors wanted revenge and were fielding a stronger squad, packed with height and experience.
Stockton set out their stall quickly taking the first quarter by 7 goals to 3. However, Hinckley has been notoriously slow to start earlier this season, and it was the same this time, with them finding their game in in the second.  Leanne Evans took the E team centre bib for the first time season, and she linked well with Anita King at WA both feeding accurate and well thought out passes into the shooters.  With Lucy Marsden being marked ferociously by a very experienced GD, GS Gemma Braga had her best match of the season scoring from all areas of the circle.  At the end of the first half, Hinckley had turned the match around to just have the lead at 11 - 10. Q3 saw Hinckley's defenders, Alice Roche, Lucy Brogden and Kelly Bennett all over any loose ball, returning the ball up court to the attackers.  Despite Stockton switching their defence around, with their GD dropping back onto the GS, Hinckley kept hold of the lead, as this tactic allowed Lucy Marsden to use her speed to outrun the GK and drive into the circle to receive the feed which she duly converted. Hinckley nudged their lead out to 17 - 14.  This clearly begun to get to Stockton and as the quarter ended, they began to look rattled. Stockton made some positional changes in Q4 in their shooting circle, bringing on a new GS.  However, Hinckley kept applying the pressure, and this caused some ill-discipline to creep into Stockton’s game and they began to make unforced errors, which led to frustration within the team.  Hinckley continued to convert every opportunity they got and extended the lead again, winning by 5 goals to end the match 25 - 20.  Player of the Match was awarded to young Lucy Marsden for the terrific battle she had against her defender.
Hinckley Ladies are welcoming new members for the 2014-15 season. If you are interested in joining please contact Gemma Braga at gemmabraga267@gmail.com and see www.hinckleyladiesnetball.co.uk for more information on the club.

For more details about the club visit www.hinckleyladiesnetball.co.uk
Follow the club on twitter @HLNetballClub
Notes to editor: 

Hinckley Ladies Netball Club was established in 1975, since then the club has grown to a membership of over 85 players.  The club competes with six senior teams and three junior teams in the Coventry and Warwickshire Netball league, and one senior team in the Flexi League.
For all press enquiries please contact Jessica Burke on 07739 825 290 or email jeffica21@yahoo.co.uk
