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Date: 8th February 2014
Hinckley Ladies F team blow Whitwick away

In yet another weekend of appalling weather and playing conditions. Hinckley Ladies Netball Clubs teams took to courts across Leicestershire and Warwickshire. Hinckley A struggled this week against Ambleside C in harsh, windy conditions, with the first quarter finishing 4-13 to Ambleside. In the second quarter Hinckley's attack improved against a tough defence with shooters Gail Lavery and Rebecca Mayfield on good form to bring the half time score to 9-19. An excellent defence from Claire Aspinal and Kate Randle pressured Ambleside's shooters with the thirrd quarter ending 15-31. The final quarter only allowed Ambleside to score six goals as Hinckley fought hard and managed to steal a point, the final score 37-20. Player of the match was awarded to Kate Randle.

It was less of a netball match and more a battle against the elements for Hinckley B team as they went away to Offchurch A. With bitter temperatures and extreme winds the match was full of short, fast balls and very difficult shots. The end of the first quarter saw the score at only 3-1 to Offchurch.  After a re-shuffle of players with the arrival of Hinckley’s shooter substitute Carole Payne, Hinckley got back to it but only managed a single goal again. With little they could do about the conditions and both sides struggling, Hinckley tried to step up their game with defence Emma Draycott, Jessica Burke and Lara Whitaker keeping on their toes to make interceptions. Player of the match Emily Davis played three different positions and helped moved the ball down the court but despite the team’s best efforts and some excellent goals by the shooters Hinckley B ended the match with a loss of 15-9.

The D team faced Ambleside F with two substitutes from the E team Lucy Brogden and Anita King taking to the court. Captain Karen Stephenson also made a positional change with attacking player Sadie Baker being put back into defence.
Atrocious windy conditions proved to make it difficult for both teams to control the match. Despite a different line up Hinckley were determined to work tirelessly for each other. Rachel bowler kept a tight rein on the Ambleside goal shooter and Anita King linked up well with Susan Lee, Shannon Davis and Karen Stephenson in attack.
In the third quarter Hinckley got within four of the Ambleside team but could not maintain this finally losing 29-22 to a team who are currently placed third in the league. A superb all round team performance with Sadie Baker being voted player of the match. 

Hinckley E met Ambleside G this weekend at the Leicester Road ground. The windy conditions which had proved so testing the previous week were again in evidence, so conditions were going to be testing for all, especially for the shooters. The match got off to a slow start with only six goals in total being scored in the first quarter, with Ambleside having the marginal advantage which they had increased by half time. Hinckley then made two substitutions with Jess Rainbow coming on at WD & Gemma Braga taking the GS bib to link up with shooting partner Lucy Marsden. Ambleside stayed strong in the third quarter but Hinckley showed once again, that they have become fourth quarter specialists this season, by showing a terrific team effort in the last fifteen minutes, winning the quarter, reducing the deficit to within 5 goals and earning themselves 2 points. Final score was 20 - 25. Player of the Match was awarded to Lucy Marsden at GA.

The F team were playing indoors last week against their opponents Whitwick. The opposition won the toss so they had the first centre. It was down to the F team defence to overturn this ball and gain possession, and they didn’t disappoint. Off the first centre, goal defence Nicola Coulson managed to tip the ball away from the opposition into the strong hands of our wing defence Claire Aspinall. From then on Hinckley dominated the court. Centre pass after centre pass was overturned before entering the oppositions attacking end. Anita King and Charlotte Wilkinson were able to score goals from any position without hesitation. After the first quarter & a few position changes the F team were raring to get back out there and increase their lead. The game continued to be fast paced until the half time whistle blew. Whitwick were still unable to score against Hinckley. The third and fourth quarters were played as if they were the first. Hinckley continued to produce accurate feeds into the shooters who just couldn’t miss. Hinckley’s defence was tested in the third quarter when Whitwick managed to break through the wall of defence and score a much deserved goal. Hinckley finished with a fantastic win of 45 goals to 1. Goal attack Charlotte Wilkinson was awarded player of the match for her fast movement and incapability to miss a shot.
For more details about the club visit www.hinckleyladiesnetball.co.uk
Follow the club on twitter @HLNetballClub
Notes to editor: 

Hinckley Ladies Netball Club was established in 1975, since then the club has grown to a membership of over 85 players.  The club competes with six senior teams and three junior teams in the Coventry and Warwickshire Netball league, and one senior team in the Flexi League.
For all press enquiries please contact Jessica Burke on 07739 825 290 or email jeffica21@yahoo.co.uk
